1. Joshu’s Dog
A monk asked Joshu; “Has a dog Buddha-nature or not?” Joshu answered, “Mu.”
Mumon’s comment:
To realize Zen one has to pass through the barrier of the patriarchs. Enlightenment always comes after the road
of thinking is blocked. If you do not pass the barrier of the patriarchs or if your thinking road is not blocked,
whatever you think, whatever you do, is like a tangling ghost. You may ask: What is a barrier of a patriarch?
This one word, Mu, is it. This is the barrier of Zen. If you pass through it you will see Joshu face to face.
Then you can work hand in hand with the whole line of patriarchs. Is this not a pleasant thing to do? If you want to pass
this barrier, you must work through every bone in your body, through every pore of your skin, filled with this question:
What is Mu? and carry it day and night. Do not believe it is the common negative symbol meaning nothing. It is not
nothingness, the opposite of existence. If you really want to pass this barrier, you should feel like drinking a hot iron ball
that you can neither swallow nor spit out. Then your previous lesser knowledge disappears. As a fruit ripening in season,
your subjectivity and objectivity naturally become one. It is like a dumb man who has had a dream. He knows about it
but he cannot tell it. When he enters this condition his ego-shell is crushed and he can shake the heaven and move the earth.
He is like a great warrior with a sharp sword. If a Buddha stands in his way, he will cut him down; if a patriarch offers him
any obstacle, he will kill him; and he will be free in his way of birth and death. He can enter any world as if it were his
own playground. I will tell you how to do this with this koan:
Just concentrate your whole energy into this Mu, and do not allow any discontinuation.
When you enter this Mu and there is no discontinuation, your attainment will be as a
candle burning and illuminating the whole universe.
Has a dog Buddha-nature?
This is the most serious question of all.
If you say yes or no,
You lose your own Buddha-nature.

8. Keichu’s Wheel
Getsuan said to his students: “Keichu, the first wheel-maker of China, made two wheels of fifty spokes each.
Now, suppose you removed the nave uniting the spokes. What would become of the wheel?
And had Keichu done this, could he be called the master wheel-maker?”
Mumon’s comment:
If anyone can answer this question instantly, his eyes will be like a comet and his mind like a flash of lightning.
When the hubless wheel turns,
Master or no master can stop it.
It turns above heaven and below earth,
South, north, east, and west.

9. A Buddha before History
A monk asked Seijo: “I understand that a Buddha who lived before recorded history sat in meditation for ten
cycles of existence and could not realize the highest truth, and so could not become fully emancipated.
Why was this so?” Seijo replied: “Your question is self-explanatory.” The monk asked:
“Since the Buddha was meditating, why could he not fulfill Buddhahood?”
Seijo said: “He was not a Buddha.”
Mumon’s comment:
I will allow his realization, but I will not admit his understanding.
When one ignorant attains realization he is a saint. When a saint begins to understand he is ignorant.
It is better to realize mind than body.
When mind is realized one need not worry about body.
When mind and body become one
The man is free. Then he desires no praising.

10. Seizei Alone and Poor
A monk named Seizei asked of Sozan: “Seizei is alone and poor. Will you give him support?”
Sozan asked: “Seizei?” Seizei responded: “Yes, sir.” Sozan said: “You have Zen, the best wine in China,
and already have finished three cups, and still you are saying that they did not even wet your lips.”
Mumon’s comment:
Seizei overplayed his hand. Why was it so? Because Sozan had eyes and knew with whom to deal.
Even so, I want to ask: At what point did Seizei drink wine?
The poorest man in China,
The bravest man in China,
He barely sustains himself,
Yet wishes to rival the wealthiest.

20. The Enlightened Man
Shogen asked: “Why does the enlightened man not stand on his feet and explain himself?”
And he also said: “It is not necessary for speech to come from the tongue.”
Mumon’s comment:
Shogen spoke plainly enough, but how many will understand?
If anyone comprehends, he should come to my place and test out my big stick.
Why, look here, to test real gold you must see it through fire.
If the feet of enlightenment moved, the great ocean would overflow;
If that head bowed, it would look down upon the heavens.
Such a body has no place to rest... Let another continue this poem.

21. Dried Dung
A monk asked Ummon: “What is Buddha?” Ummon answered him: “Dried dung.”
Mumon’s comment:
It seems to me Ummon is so poor he cannot distinguish the taste of one food from another, or else he is too busy
to write readable letters. Well, he tried to hold his school with dried dung. And his teaching was just as useless.
Lightning flashes, Sparks shower.
In one blink of your eyes
You have missed seeing.

22. Kashapa’s Preaching Sign
Ananda asked Kashapa: “Buddha gave you the golden-woven robe of successorship.
What else did he give you?” Kashapa said: “Ananda.” Ananda answered: “Yes, brother.”
Said Kashapa: “Now you can take down my preaching sign and put up your own.”
Mumon’s comment:
If one understands this, he will see the old brotherhood still gathering, but if not, even though
he has studied the truth from ages before the Buddhas, he will not attain enlightenment.
The point of the question is dull but the answer is intimate.
How many persons hearing it will open their eyes?
Elder brother calls and younger brother answers,
This spring does not belong to the ordinary season.

17. The Three Calls of the Emperor’s Teacher
Chu, called Kokushi, the teacher of the emperor, called to his attendant: “Oshin.” Oshin answered: “Yes.”
Chu repeated, to test his pupil: “Oshin.” Oshin repeated: “Yes.” Chu called: “Oshin.” Oshin answered: “Yes.”
Chu said: “I ought to apologize to you for all this calling, but really you ought to apologize to me.”
Mumon’s comment:
When old Chu called Oshin three times his tongue was rotting, but when Oshin answered three times his words were brilliant.
Chu was getting decrepit and lonesome, and his method of teaching was like holding a cow’s head to feed it clover.
Oshin did not trouble to show his Zen either. His satisfied stomach had no desire to feast. When the country is prosperous
everyone is indolent; when the home is wealthy the children are spoiled. Now I want to ask you: Which one should apologize?
When prison stocks are iron and have no place for the head, the prisoner is doubly in trouble.
When there is no place for Zen in the head of our generation, it is in grievous trouble.
If you try to hold up the gate and door of a falling house,
You also will be in trouble.

18. Tozan’s Three Pounds
A monk asked Tozan when he was weighing some flax: “What is Buddha?” Tozan said: “This flax weighs three pounds.”
Mumon’s comment:
Old Tozan’s Zen is like a clam. The minute the shell opens you see the whole inside.
However, I want to ask you: Do you see the real Tozan?
Three pounds of flax in front of your nose,
Close enough, and mind is still closer.
Whoever talks about affirmation and negation
Lives in the right and wrong region.

19. Everyday Life Is the Path
Joshu asked Nansen: “What is the path?” Nansen said: “Everyday life is the path.” Joshu asked: “Can it be studied?”
Nansen said: “If you try to study, you will be far away from it.” Joshu asked: “If I do not study, how can I know it is the path?”
Nansen said: “The path does not belong to the perception world, neither does it belong to the nonperception world.
Cognition is a delusion and noncognition is senseless. If you want to reach the true path beyond doubt, place yourself
in the same freedom as sky. You name it neither good nor not-good.” At these words Joshu was enlightened.
Mumon’s comment:
Nansen could melt Joshu’s frozen doubts at once when Joshu asked his questions.
I doubt though if Joshu reached the point that Nansen did. He needed thirty more years of study.
In spring, hundreds of flowers; in autumn, a harvest moon;
In summer, a refreshing breeze; in winter, snow will accompany you.
If useless things do not hang in your mind,
Any season is a good season for you.

43. Shuzan’s Short Staff
Shuzan held out his short staff and said: “If you call this a short staff, you oppose its reality.
If you do not call it a short staff, you ignore the fact. Now what do you wish to call this?”
Mumon’s comment:
If you call this a short staff, you oppose its reality. If you do not call it a short staff, you ignore the fact.
It cannot be expressed with words and it cannot be expressed without words. Now say quickly what it is.
Holding out the short staff,
He gave an order of life or death.
Positive and negative interwoven,
Even Buddhas and patriarchs cannot escape this attack.

44. Basho’s Staff
Basho said to his disciple: “When you have a staff, I will give it to you.
If you have no staff, I will take it away from you.”
Mumon’s comment:
When there is no bridge over the creek the staff will help me. When I return home on a moonless night
the staff will accompany me. But if you call this a staff, you will enter hell like an arrow.
With this staff in my hand I can measure the depths and shallows of the world.
The staff supports the heavens and makes firm the earth.
Everywhere it goes the true teaching will be spread.

45. Who Is He?
Hoen said: “The past and future Buddhas, both are his servants. Who is he?”
Mumon’s comment:
If you realize clearly who he is, it is as if you met your own father on a busy street.
There is no need to ask anyone whether or not your recognition is true.
Do not fight with another’s bow and arrow.
Do not ride another’s horse.
Do not discuss another’s faults.
Do not interfere with another’s work.

